
Taos Integrated School of the Arts 

PTA Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2011 

 

The meeting was held at the TISA campus, 119 Manzanares St., Taos, NM. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 by Lesley Kushner. 

In attendance:  Jeannie Driver, Sandy Beery, Rachael Hardaway, Rachel Singer, H. Warren Kelly, 

Hillary Thieben, Marlee Espinosa, Linda Seto, Christopher Heron, Alison Haney, Anais Rumfelt, 

Amber-Brooke Clark, Rachel Ratliff, Molly McMullin, Shawna Williams, Kimberly Hamill, Manuel 

Pacheco, Valerie Valdez, Maya Velarde 

Action Item:  Approve minutes from 08.23.11 meeting.  Minutes approved by unanimous vote. 

Director’s report:  Sandy reported she had to make a change in who's working in after-care. So 
far this year there has only been an average of 6-8 kids attending. At least ten students must 
attend regularly for the program to fund itself. Rather than shut down the program, Sandy 
removed Jen who is paid through after-care fund, and assigned Maya (Kindergarten assistant) 
who is on the payroll.  
 
Taos fall Arts Festival has an open art cart; this year they opened a special section for kids’ arts. 
The school and the teachers have to fill out entrance forms; art must be framed and ready to be 
hanged; but there is no entrance cost. All classes will have at least a few pieces in the show.  
Parents will get call from teachers for help. Art is due on the following Tuesday. Art must be 
delivered during a specific time-frame on Tuesday. Ms. Megan will handle delivery.  
 
Playground equipment: Balls, jump ropes, and hula-hoops have been ordered. Large 
playground equipment has not been ordered yet.  There has been no new development on the 
easement for the playground area. 
 
Parking:  Sandy is trying to open up office parking spaces for kindergarten drop-off and pick-up. 
She says an email will go out explaining this.  
 

Treasurer’s report:  No new items or expenses to report.  

Shade cover and sand box: Linda Seto had an idea for an open-air shade construction and sand 
box. She said Jeremy Buchanan is willing to help organize and set up, but equipment and 
supplies are needed, such as a moisture barrier, sand and lumber. There are also some labor 
needs as well as sandbox type toys, preferably metal. Linda asked if the PTA could help fund the 



project. Christopher Heron volunteered to help. He would start by pricing out material. The PTA 
agreed to look at costs and budget and decide at the next meeting. 
 
Fall Festival: The Fall festival is October 20, from 4:30 – 6:00 pm. Sandy came up with a list of 
activities, which grade levels will take activities, and list of help needed from parents.  
Kindergarten will have hanging pretzels;  1st grade will have a dry corn or sand treasure chest; 
2nd grade will make sugar skulls; 3rd grade will use a cider press;  4th grade will have a bean bag 
toss; 5th grade will draw caricatures; and 6th grade will host a cake walk, for which they would 
like to sell tickets. 

 
Craft ideas include decorating small pumpkins, decorating cookies, colored macaroni necklaces. 
Parents are encouraged to host craft tables. A few helpers per grade are needed for craft 
tables, food set up, clean-up, organizing the potluck, and to bring cakes and cupcakes for the 
cakewalk.  A grill is available if anyone wants to be in charge of grilling food. 

 
A PTA Fall Festival committee was formed – Lesley, Jeannie, Anais, Molly, and Hillary. The 
committee and teachers will start asking parents at the upcoming curriculum nights to help 
with the fall festival. 
 
PTA Goals:   The discussion was opened up to the group regarding the goals of the PTA. A 
number of ideas were raised including:   
Community Support (TISA community events such as a book and toy swap, clothing swap, and 
clubs - chess, book, math) 
Fundraising 
Parent Education – putting effort into regularly illustrating what an integrated arts curriculum 
means?  
Getting parents involved   
Organizing transportation for community events 
Helping to provide quality school and art supplies 
Interface with the school community - representation in meetings, classes, events 
Parent classroom representatives   

 
The PTA decided the first step in identifying and realizing our goals was to find parent 
representatives for each class to act as liaisons between teachers and parents. These 
representatives will assist the PTA in identifying the needs of the school community and figure 
out how the PTA can best support the school. Teachers will individually write out a “job 
description” as per their individual needs. The teachers will be responsible for asking the 
parents in their classrooms for a volunteer. The PTA agreed to identify temporary volunteers 
from those in attendance at the meeting. The temporary parent representatives are Hillary 
Thieben (K); no one available as yet for 1st grade; Jeannie Driver (2nd); Anais Rumfelt (3rd); Molly 
McMullin (4th); Rachel Singer (5th); Rachel Singer and Rachel Hardaway (6th). 
 



Fundraising report:  First topic of discussion was where to host fundraising meeting as Fun 

Peaks was possibly cost prohibitive for some parents. Sandy said the committee could have 

their meetings on campus and child care would be available for the meeting times. Fundraising 

meetings will be held bi-weekly, on Tuesdays at 4:15 in Mr. Pacheco’s room.  

The fundraising committee is still trying to identify fundraising goals. Sandy and Mr. Pacheco 

said they would take the discussion to the weekly teacher meetings and report back to the 

committee on what are the teacher priorities.  

Next fundraising meeting scheduled for Oct. 4. 

Agenda items for next month:  PTA Announcement Boards 

Lesley Kushner adjourned the meeting at 7:15. 

Next meeting Tuesday, October 11 at 5:30. 

 

 


