
Taos Integrated School of the Arts 

PTA Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday October 11th, 2011 

 

The meeting was held at the TISA campus, 119 Manzanares St., Taos, NM. 

The regular meeting of the TISA PTA was called to order at 5:41PM on Oct. 11, 2011 in TISA 
upper building by Lesley Kushner . 
 
Attendees: 

 Lesley Kushner, Jeannie Driver, Rachel Cox,  Valerie Valdez, Jennifer Young, Hillary 
Thieben, Michelle Locher, Manuel Pachecho, Kimberly Hamill, Linda Seto, Shawna 
Williams 

 

Approval of Minutes  
The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved, with amendment of 6th 
grade parent rep - not Rachel Singer, but Rachel Hardaway.  
 

Open Issues  
PTA Goals (Update):  Lesley Kushner began the meeting with a proposal for PTA to fund 
educational projects for classrooms and educational field trips; develop a parent education 
program; and TISA community support projects. Lesley then opened the topic for 
discussion.  Linda asked for clarification about parent education. Parent education was 
defined as distributing or offering parenting and parent involvement articles on bulletin 
boards or emails/newsletters; and some kind of education about integrated arts. Linda said 
she was starting Saturday morning parent projects, mid-November.  She would be willing 
to assist in a parent education project.  
  
An item swap (clothes, toys) was positively talked about.  Jeannie Driver would help 
organize if had other assistance.  
  
The idea of a PTA Library was discussed, one more for parents than for students. Then the 
discussion focused on a student library.  Linda said by 2015 TISA must have permanent 
building - the governing council is working on this. There is a Board meeting tomorrow to 
discuss this subject. A master plan is being developed with the current site. The TISA 
Foundation will buy the property, while the school leases. The master plan calls for 
construction to build additional buildings on this site. Included in that is a library, a music 
room, and science labs. Jeannie asked if we could do a scholastic book fair. Michelle asked 
what she could do with children's books she would like to donate to the school. It was 



suggested the middle room of the upper building could house a small library of books 
donated by parents, but it needs more shelves.  
  
It was concluded that, in order to start these projects, the PTA would need to have a more 
timely announcement of needs, volunteers, and committee members. Will start sign-up 
lists at the Fall Festival.  
  
Fundraising Report:  Two fundraisers are in development right now, a 50/50 raffle jar at 
the Fall Festival, and a Sweetheart pancake breakfast in February. Also, the donation letter 
is still in the works.  It was suggested we send out the donation letter after the fall festival. 
There was some discussion on how to promote the fundraisers.  Next fundraising meeting 
will be held the week after fall festival.  
  
  
TISA Fall Festival:  PTA Involvement - Linda suggested the PTA purchase a large bulletin 
board with plexiglass. Long discussion about how to reach parents, i.e., for finding 
volunteers for the classroom festivals. Hillary Thieben, who is working on the fall festival, 
says she's having difficulty reaching out to the school community. Discussion on how to 
reach parents and teachers for volunteers.  Lesley suggested what needs to happen is 
constant follow-up, frequent repetition. Nicole needs to have parent rep list. Tomorrow, 
PTA will guarantee Nicole brings hard copies of sign-up sheets to all classrooms, and parent 
reps need to be responsible for getting volunteers 
  
PTA table at Fall Festival - will include PTA information, sign-up sheets for committees, and 
the 50/50 raffle. The PTA will not do an activity table.   
  
Report from Treasurer: Current account balance is $1,008.42.  There were some reversed 
charges, but the bank account is now free. Received a check today for $30.90 from Cid's. 
The amount received from Cid's has increased since the start of the school year.  There is a 
total of $1,920.00 in both accounts.  Reminder of Smith's barcode scan - we will print out a 
bunch for fall festival.  An update on the Albertson's community partner's card which links 
to the school, and donates a portion to the school. Rachel ordered 300 cards which should 
be here by next PTA meeting. Maybe they can be passed out at teacher's weekly meetings.  
PTA officers discussed a proposed budget at last officer's meeting - want to raise $8000 for 
classroom supplies, 1000 for each classroom. 
  
Lesley intervened that this amount is only for instructional material for next year, because 
the federal stimulus funds are running out.  PTA started with a goal of $300 per classroom, 
but would like to make it much higher. 
Proposed budget for 2011-2012 includes 
$1,400 for class field trips this year, $200 per classroom which is already available 
Unknown amount for playground Ramada and sandbox 
Unknown amount for PTA bulletin boards 
Pizza and childcare for monthly PTA meetings 



A reserve of funds 
$10,000 fundraising goal for providing $1000 to each class for classroom supplies, field 
trips, and miscellaneous. 
  
Rachel Cox will ask Challup's (or other pizza parlors.) for pizza discount. The idea was 
brought up that we should get high school volunteers for childcare. Lesley will volunteer 
for finding volunteers.  A list was generated of where to start to find young volunteers such 
as RMYC, the high schools, and UNM-Taos.  
  
Class Parent's Report: - Need to work on communication. This issue was discussed 
throughout the whole meeting, how to streamline and improve communication.  
Curriculum nights are good nights to disperse information and requests.  
  
NM PTA Reflections - Art competition:  National level art competition. Rachel Cox will 
volunteer to research this competition.  
 
New Business  
 Need new fundraising chair. Hillary suggested parent reps could pass this info on to the 
parents. Announcements should be made just before the lantern walk at the fall festival. 
  
Jennifer Young raised parking issues. Her concerns were that the lack of parking and the 
drop-off roundabout reduce community, teachers getting to know parents.  Any other 
solutions? Discussion was put off till later as it was time to adjourn. 
 
Adjournment:  
Meeting was adjourned at 7:16 by Lesley Kushner. The next general meeting will be at 5:30 
on Nov. 15 in the TISA upper building.  
  
Minutes submitted by:  Shawna Williams 

 


